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RCASPolicies/Procedures:

Students will be required to follow all RCAS policies and procedures. To view
the RCAS High School Student Handbook, click handbook.

Course Description:

This course examines history of the United States fromWWII to the present.
Students will compare and contrast social, political, and economic forces that
impacted the United States during this period. Cause-and-effect
understanding of historical moments is emphasized. Students will analyze
primary and secondary documents that have shaped America’s current
era.

Textbook: Lapsansky-Werner, Emma, Peter Levy, Randy Roberts, and Alan
Taylor. United States History. Boston: Pearson, 2016.

Required Resources:

NA

“Limited Choice” Resources: (students will be asked to choose at least one title from this list)

NA

Student Choice:
Will student be asked to choose additional readingmaterial from the classroom or school library?

Yes

https://sdk12.sharepoint.com/teams/RapidCity/PUB-PDFs/Educational%20Services/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FRapidCity%2FPUB%2DPDFs%2FEducational%20Services%2FHandbooks%2FHigh%20School%20Handbooks%2FHigh%20School%20Handbook%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FRapidCity%2FPUB%2DPDFs%2FEducational%20Services%2FHandbooks%2FHigh%20School%20Handbooks&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9zZGsxMi5zaGFyZXBvaW50LmNvbS86YjovdC9SYXBpZENpdHkvUFVCLVBERnMvRWZJX2hRZmJ3TjVDcEpsNTEya0hiWkVCV09ESVJTLVZMLU4xM2pZdHczYUZGUT9ydGltZT0wd1FxZjJTYTJVZw


Essential Questions:

*WasWorldWar II inevitable?
* How did the United States contribute to the Allied victory inWorldWar II?
*Was containment an effective policy to thwart communist expansion?
* Did American presidents have good reasons to fight a war in Vietnam?
* Is violence or non-violence themost effective means to achieve social
change?
*Was containment an effective policy to thwart communist expansion during
the ColdWar? Or: Would an expansion of theMarshall Plan to other regions of
the world have been a better
strategy to stem the spread of communism?
* Has the United States realized the ideals presented in Martin Luther King Jr.’s
“I Have A
Dream” speech?
* Should a president be permitted to conduct covert foreign policy?
* Did the policies of the Reagan administration strengthen or weaken the
United States?
*Were Presidents Reagan and Bush responsible for the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the end of the ColdWar?
* Should human rights andmorality be the cornerstones of United States
foreign policy?
* Are peace and stability in theMiddle East vital to the United States’ economy
and national
security?
* Should Americans be optimistic about the future?
* Should the president possess broad presidential war powers to ensure the
safety and security of the people and interests of the United State even at the
expense of public knowledge?

Essential Learning Intentions:

* K-12.H.1 - Students will analyze howmajor events are chronologically
connected and evaluate their impact on one another.
* K-12.H.2 - Students will analyze and evaluate the impact of people, events,
ideas and symbols upon history usingmultiple sources.
* K-12.H.3 - Students will analyze and evaluate historical events frommultiple
perspectives.
* K-12.H.4 - Students will identify and evaluate the causes and effects of past,
current and
potential events, issues and problems.
* K-12.H.5 - Students will develop historical research skills.


