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English 11 

Course Description: English 11 is a year-long course satisfying the eleventh grade English requirement. This 

course will include all standards in the eleventh grade reading, writing, and speaking / listening and language 

strands in an integrated approach. Students will also satisfy the state American literature requirement. 

Attendance: Students are required to be in school every day. Students are responsible for communicating with 

their teachers to make up for missed learning. 

Essential Skills: Below are the four essential standards for English 11.  All standards for grades 11-12 can be 

found at https://doe.sd.gov/ 

RL.1/RI.1:  Cite evidence and inferences from the text. 
W.4:  Produce coherent writing with development, organization, and style appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 
SL.3:  Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric identifying any false, 

exaggerated or distorted evidence. 
L.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

Course Expectations: Although not everything is graded, learning is assessed daily. In order to demonstrate 

growth and learning, students will need to: 

1. Participate in class activities (take notes, work in a group, complete in class tasks, ask questions) 

without distractions (cell phones, games, etc.) 

2. Use morning time and the teacher to seek help outside of class when needed. 

3. Complete all assignments and assessments within teacher timelines. Deadlines are an important life 

skill! 

4. Reading, writing, speaking, and listening are life skills. Although we may not always agree with each 

other, we will always be respectful to each other. 

Grading 

 

Skyward Assessment (Grades) may include quizzes, learning checks, tests, reading, writing, speeches, and 

projects. 

 

Note: For English 11, “40% is the new 0%,” meaning that missing or incomplete work will be assigned 40%. 

Students should recognize that they are not being awarded 40% for missing work but that the scale has been 

tightened to make the numbers better represent the evidence of students’ learning. 

 

 Final Grade 

A 100% - 90% 

B 80% - 89% 

C 70% - 79% 

D 60% - 69% 

F 40% - 59% 

https://doe.sd.gov/
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Calculations: 

Final Grade Calculation 

Cumulative Grade 95% 

Final Exam(s) 5% 

 

Instructional Resources: Prentice Hall Literature: the American Experience textbook, Common Lit and various 

online resources 

Whole class texts frequently used in English 11 (though additional texts may be added): 

● Lakota Way (Marshall) 

● The Crucible (Miller) 

● Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave (Douglass) 

● The Road (McCarthy) 

● The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald) 

● Catcher in the Rye (Salinger) 

● True Grit (Portis) 

● In Cold Blood (Capote) 

● To Kill a Mockingbird (Lee) 

● The Bluest Eye (Morrison) ● The Color Purple (Walker) 

● The Secret Life of Bees (Kidd) 

● A Separate Peace (Knowles) 

● The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven (Alexie) 

● The Things they Carried (O’ Brian) 

● Looking for Alaska (Green) 

Shorter works frequently used in English 11 (though additional texts are often added as discovered): 

● Declaration of Independence (Jefferson) ● Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God (Edwards) 

● Rose for Emily (Faulkner) 

● Hop Frog (Poe) 

● World on the Turtle’s Back (Iroquois) 

● The Raven (Poe) 

● Fall of the House of Usher (Poe) 

● Tell Tale Heart (Poe) 

● The Devil and Tom Walker (Irving) 

● Minister’s Black Veil (Hawthorne) 

● Story of an Hour (Chopin) 

● Winter Dreams (Fitzgerald) 

● Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge (Bierce) 

● Devil’s Dictionary (Bierce) 

● Outcasts of Poker Flat (Hart) 

● To Build a Fire (London) 

● Hills Like White Elephants (Hemingway) 

● Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber (Hemingway) 



● The Life You Save May Be Your Own (O’Connor) 

● A Good Man Is Hard to Find (O’Connor) 

● A Rose for Emily (Faulker) 

● Health of the Sick (Cortazar) 

● Clean Well Lighted Place (Hemingway) 

● Tenth of December (Saunders) 

● The Match (Whitehead) 

● Extra (Li) 

● Walden (Thoreau) 

● Leaves of Grass (Emerson) 

● Learning to Read (X) 

● Lamb to the Slaughter (Dahl) 

● The Lottery (Jackson) 

● Flowers for Algernon (Keyes) 

Poetry: Selected poems too numerous and varied to list. 

Pacing Guide:: 



 


