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USHistory 2

RCASPolicies/Procedures:

Students will be required to follow all RCAS policies and procedures. To view
the RCAS High School Student Handbook, click handbook.

Course Description:

This course investigates history of the United States from post-Civil War
movement westward through the Great Depression. Students will compare
and contrast social, political, and economic forces that impacted the United
States during this period. Cause-and-effect understanding of historical
moments is emphasized. Students will analyze primary and secondary
documents that have shaped America’s modern era.

Textbook:

United States History (Pearson/Savvas)

Required Resources:

“Limited Choice” Resources: (students will be asked to choose at least one title from this list)

Student Choice:

Will student be asked to choose additional readingmaterial from the
classroom or school library?

No

https://sdk12.sharepoint.com/teams/RapidCity/PUB-PDFs/Educational%20Services/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FRapidCity%2FPUB%2DPDFs%2FEducational%20Services%2FHandbooks%2FHigh%20School%20Handbooks%2FHigh%20School%20Handbook%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FRapidCity%2FPUB%2DPDFs%2FEducational%20Services%2FHandbooks%2FHigh%20School%20Handbooks&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9zZGsxMi5zaGFyZXBvaW50LmNvbS86YjovdC9SYXBpZENpdHkvUFVCLVBERnMvRWZJX2hRZmJ3TjVDcEpsNTEya0hiWkVCV09ESVJTLVZMLU4xM2pZdHczYUZGUT9ydGltZT0wd1FxZjJTYTJVZw


Essential Learning:

● Has rapid industrial development been a blessing or a curse for
Americans?

● Has theWest been romanticized?
● What connections can bemade if any from the impact of federal

government actions and policies and the influences of local groups
upon the settlement patters of South Dakota to life today?

● Was American expansion overseas justified?
● Did the press cause the Spanish-AmericanWar?
● WasWorldWar I inevitable?
● Was the Great Depression inevitable? Did Franklin Roosevelt’s New

Deal weaken or save capitalism?
● Did the NewDeal effectively end the Great Depression and restore

prosperity?
● Was the plight Americans faced during this era greater than at any

other time in U.S. History?

Essential Learning Intentions:

● Students can evaluate how new technologies in steel, transportation,
and communication led to the expansion and growth of industry in the
United States.

● Students can explain how technology facilitated the movement of
goods, services and populations and influenced growth.

● Students can describe the role of the federal government in the rise of
big business.

● Students can analyze the role of the federal government in supporting or
working against unions.

● Students can compare and contrast what life was like for the wealthy,
middle class, and working class living in urban areas at the turn of the
century.

● Students can summarize the social and economic changes urbanization
brought to the United States during the turn of the century.

● Students can describe the life and opportunities of Native Americans at
the turn of the century.

● Students can interpret the reasons people called for reform at the turn
of the century and the various reforms of the ProgressiveMovement.

● Students can assess the life and opportunities of Native Americans at
the turn of the century.

● Students can analyze the impact expanding into other areas of the world
had on the United States during the early 20th century.

● Students can identify the key events that led to the U.S.’s entry into



WorldWar I and the role of the U.S. in the war against the Central
powers.

● Students can analyze the role Americans played in supporting the war
effort at home.

● Students can formulate the significance urbanization had on the United
States during the 1920’s.

● Students can explain the impact of consumerism andmassmedia on the
American economy during the 1920’s.

● Students can synthesize the weaknesses of the American economy
leading up to the stockmarket crash of 1929. • Students can compare
and contrast life during the Great Depression and the Roaring 20’s.

● Students can analyze whether the NewDeal programs were successful
in achieving relief, recovery and reform in the United States.

● Students can analyze the impact many NewDeal programs have on
today’s government and economy.

● Students can compare and contrast the role of the federal government
before and after the NewDeal era.


