
Personal Finance Syllabus 

RCAS Policies/Procedures 

Students will be required to follow all RCAS policies and procedures.  To view the RCAS High School 

Student Handbook, click handbook. 

Course Description 

Managing your personal finances can be an interesting and challenging task. This hands-on and engaging 

money-management course focuses on budgeting and financial management such as managing bank 

accounts, paying taxes, and retirement. Plus, you learn the ins and outs of buying insurance, cars, and 

housing as well as managing your credit and identity. 

Grading 

Personal Finance is a semester long course satisfying the Personal Finance requirement.  This course 

includes all South Dakota state standards in Personal Finance. Points shall be awarded for assignments, 

quizzes, and tests, collected cumulatively throughout the semester. 

Textbook 

All documents and assignments are acquired through: Next Gen Personal Finance at 

https://www.ngpf.org/ 

Instructional Resources 

Next Gen Personal Finance at https://www.ngpf.org. 

Essential Questions 

South Dakota State Standards: 

• Indicator #1: Analyze elements that affect personal income. 

• Indicator #2: Implement processes involved in managing personal finances. 

• Indicator #3: Use an informed decision‐making process to manage credit and debt. 

• Indicator #4: Evaluate savings and investment options to meet short‐ and long‐term goals. 

• Indicator #5: Use appropriate and cost‐effective risk management strategies. 
 

 

Essential Learning Intentions 

 

Semester Course Map 

1. Intro-Behavior Finance 

In this unit students will learn how behavior influences buying decisions, and how 

advertisements, commercials, and Influences play a role in our purchasing.  

 

2. Taxes 

Students will learn which basic forms are needed to file taxes, along with the varying types of 

taxes and how they are different between state and federal.  

https://sdk12.sharepoint.com/teams/RapidCity/PUB-PDFs/Educational%20Services/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FRapidCity%2FPUB%2DPDFs%2FEducational%20Services%2FHandbooks%2FHigh%20School%20Handbooks%2FHigh%20School%20Handbook%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FRapidCity%2FPUB%2DPDFs%2FEducational%20Services%2FHandbooks%2FHigh%20School%20Handbooks&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9zZGsxMi5zaGFyZXBvaW50LmNvbS86YjovdC9SYXBpZENpdHkvUFVCLVBERnMvRWZJX2hRZmJ3TjVDcEpsNTEya0hiWkVCV09ESVJTLVZMLU4xM2pZdHczYUZGUT9ydGltZT0wd1FxZjJTYTJVZw


  

3. Checking 

Students will be creating an online checking account, and going through the process of 

balancing, deducting, and managing a checking account.  

 

4. Saving 

Students will be working with an online Savings account determining differences between 

checking and savings accounts. They will also review what a long-term and short-term savings 

are. 

 

5. Paying for College 

In this unit students will review a FASFA and determining what it is, how it will help them, and 

why it is necessary. They will also review other ways in which to pay for college. 

 

6. Types of Credit 

Students will review different types of credit such as: credit cards, auto loans, student loans, and 

mortgages. 

 

7. Managing Credit 

Students will learn about credit scores, credit reports, and why they matter and how they 

influence credit. They will discuss debt management, predatory lending, and identity theft. 

 

8. Investing 

Students will learn about Bonds, Stocks, and other investments. They will review robo-advising, 

and review the NASDAQ and Stock Market. 

 

9. Insurance 

Students will learn about different types of insurance, such as: health, car, and home-owners 

insurance. 

 

10. Budgeting 

Students will create a budget for after high school. They will set up a scenario for living on their 

own, renting an apartment, buying a car, paying for food and utilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Classroom Expectations (show how they are connected to schoolwide expectations) 

It is the expectation that all students will be present and participating in the classroom discussion as well 

as complete assignments in class every day. On days when the students are not present, they will be 

responsible to find out what work was missed and complete it if possible. All efforts will be made to 

have the course content online through Canvas. Missing work will need to be on their own time outside 

of the regular class time. 

 

Classroom policies outlined fall under these four big ideas: 

*Respect for Self 

*Respect for Others 

*Respect for Property 

*Safe Behavior that is not kind/safe to yourself, or others may result in a conference with Ms. Halverson 

and your advisor.  Be present and ready to learn with the bell rings.  

Grading  

Points shall be awarded for assignments, quizzes, and tests, collected cumulatively throughout the 
semester. A grade will be applied using the Rapid City School District grading matrix found in the Student 
Handbook. 

Textbook 

All documents and assignments are acquired through: Next Gen Personal Finance at 

https://www.ngpf.org/ 

Reading 

There may be content related articles found and implemented.  These will be available for 

student/parent viewing through Canvas or upon parent/student request for a paper copy. 

Optional Reading  

There may be content related articles found and implemented.  These will be available for 

student/parent viewing through Canvas or upon parent/student request for a paper copy. 

 


