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We are a l l  l iv ing in  unprecedented t imes and navigat ing through unchartered terr i tory
with the cont inuing spread of  the COVID-19 pandemic .  New information and guidance
is  coming in  dai ly ,  even hour ly .  As  th is  s i tuat ion ever  changes and evolves ,  we wi l l
cont inue to adjust  our  p lans and day-to-day operat ions as  necessary .  For  now,
Governor  Noem has informed super intendents  that  she wi l l  make week-to-week
decis ions regarding the c losure of  school .  I  want  to assure our  staff ,  fami l ies ,  and
community  that  we are working c losely  with our  local  and state off ic ia ls ,  our  local  and
state health experts ,  and in  consultat ion with the CDC as  we cont inue to make
decis ions and get  the latest  communicat ion out  to our  staff  and fami l ies .   
 
I  want  to thank our  leadership and staff  for  a l l  they are doing to c lean our  schools  and
bui ld ings ,  to  prepare for  a  potent ia l  long-term school  c losure ,  and to support  our
students  and fami l ies  to the best  of  their  abi l i t ies .  I  a lso want  to thank our  school
board for  making i t  a  pr ior i ty  to pay our  staff  through this  c losure .
 
With th is  ever-changing s i tuat ion,  none of  us  have a l l  the answers .  We are a l l  doing the
best  we can with the latest  informat ion we have;  none of  us  can do more than that .  We
wi l l  cont inue to communicate the very latest  informat ion and decis ions that  are made
as soon as  we have that  informat ion.  I  would ask us  a l l  to  be pat ient  with one another ,
and to seek ways to be k ind and generous with one another  as  the path forward shifts
and changes .
 
Kindness is  a  wonderful  way to let  another  struggl ing soul  know that  there is  st i l l  love
in th is  world .    ~  Unknown
 
Sincerely ,
 
 
 
Dr .  Lor i  J .  S imon

MESSAGE FROM DR. SIMON



LATEST DISTRICT
UPDATES

The Rapid City Area Schools will be closed through March
27th.
 
Read District communication to families regarding COVID-19
 
March 13th Here is a list of helpful

resources related to school

closure, mental health, COVID-

19 and more.
March 17th

RESOURCE
GUIDE

https://rcas.org/news/2020/03/rcas-response-to-covid-19/
https://rcas.org/news/2020/03/rcas-response-to-covid-19/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YlrZVMs0fsRRn-zSHrTv1SW7u8Ng5glsoWLti86wkjY/edit?ts=5e6fad40&fbclid=IwAR1Vohc9CoPb3YhXo7VAvNcrJK95JkoVqxJ_QES7LmrSdlspDAT9qWFFbV8#gid=263904805
https://rcas.org/news/2020/03/covid-19-update-for-families-march-17/


A MESSAGE FROM DR.
HITE AND THE CDC

Dr. Hite 
 

Tips on hand
washing Hands

 

We all play an important role in
protecting ourselves and
others during this sensitive
time, and doing so with care
and compassion. Le arn more
from CDC Doctor Hite.
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drMw2evwMFA&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/eZw4Ga3jg3E
https://youtu.be/drMw2evwMFA
https://youtu.be/drMw2evwMFA
https://youtu.be/eZw4Ga3jg3E
https://youtu.be/drMw2evwMFA


FAQ'S

Governor Kristi Noem has asked school districts to close in order to practice social
distancing and prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
 
We are in an extremely unique time in our history with this global pandemic and
must continue to make many tough decisions in the days and weeks to come. As
this situation evolves, we will adjust our plans and day-to-day operations as
necessary.

WHY ARE DISTRICTS CLOSING?

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

We are working closely with State health officials to determine how to best
mitigate the impact closing schools will have on our families. The School District
will provide grab-and-go meals for our students and has implemented a learning
plan for all students. 

WHAT DOES CLOSURE MEAN IN TERMS OF STUDENT LEARNING?

Each school has created learning plans for students that can be accessed
online or through a hard copy work packet. Please contact your child’s teacher
or school leadership directly for more information regarding your student’s
learning plan.

WILL I  BE NOTIFIED IF  SOMEONE AT SCHOOL CONTRACTS COVID-19

Families and communities will be notified in accordance with the South Dakota
Department of Health if a confirmed case of COVID-19 is identified in our city or
schools.


